
 

 
ORCA SWIM TEAM’S SWIM FOR CANCER INFORMATION!! 

 
What is Swim for Cancer? 

 
In 1966, John Dewey was a ninth-grader at Grimsley High School in Greensboro and a member of its swim 

team.  John Dewey was diagnosed with melanoma. He underwent treatment, and then resumed swimming his 
sophomore year. His junior year, he won the state championship in the 100-yard freestyle. 

But Dewey’s cancer returned his senior year. Although he was not able to swim, he assisted the team and was 
offered a full scholarship at North Carolina State University by its swimming coach. Dewey died in 1970, the spring 
of his senior year at Grimsley. 

In 1973, Bob Sawyer, the long-time swimming coach at Grimsley and at the Greensboro Swimming 
Association launched a citywide swim event in memory of Dewey to raise money for cancer research. The event 
raised $3,000. 

Since 1988, the effort has been known as “Swim for Cancer” and has raised a total of more than $2.5 million 
for the American Cancer Society. It is the charity’s longest-running fundraising campaign and the largest fundraising 
swim event in the U.S. 

Cancer has long reach. In 2018, an estimated 1,735,350 new cases of cancer will be diagnosed in the United 
States.   

 
How Can We Help? 
  

As Orca’s we have the opportunity to raise money for the American Cancer society through our annual swim 
for cancer lap swim and home meet bake sales.  Attached you will find your pledge envelope.  Please have your 
children ask neighbors, grandparents, parents and friends to pledge a donation for the laps the kids swim.  We also 
are going to have a bake sale for each home meet.  The proceeds from the sale will go towards Swim For Cancer.  We 
will need swim families to make a dozen of yummy treats to sell at the bake sale.   
 
Dates to Remember! 
 
May 19-June 24: Ask for pledges! 
June 11: Home meet 
June 18: Home meet 
June 24: Pledges/Envelopes need to be returned to Shannon Smith. 

I will need all money and envelopes returned to me.  
 I will be at the June 24 swim practices and you can place your envelopes in my folder in the club 
house. Make sure it is my folder.  Lots of Smith’s.  I am Lauron and McKenzie Smith’s mom. 

  Please put your child’s Tshirt size on the envelope.  
June 25: Home Meet 
 
Lap Swim Date: TBA 
 
Kids Can Earn! 

1. If they raise $100, they can earn a swim for cancer t-shirt. 
2. If they raise $150, they can earn a Wet ‘N Wild Emerald Pointe Water Park Pass.   

 
 
 

Go ORCA’S 
   
 




